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02M114-East Side Middle is developing a relationship with a sister school in Kibera, Kenya, and they plan on regularly communicating with the kids from this school, via Skype.  The Kibera connection was established through a friend of the school, director of LitWorld.

02M124- Students from PS 124 earned a Freddie G Outstanding Achievement in Acting Award at the 2012 Junior Theater Festival
. The 25 students representing PS 124, ages 9 and 10, presented selections from Disney’s Beauty and the Beast JR
.  Two students were named to the Broadway JR. All-Stars, made up of two outstanding students from each group at the festival.  The All Star students performed the song “You Can’t Stop the Beat” from Hairspray! at the closing ceremonies.   

Local audiences will get a chance to see these young thespians in action for themselves when the multilingual group (some speak Mandarin and/or Cantonese as well as English) performs their full-length version of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast JR. in PS 124’s auditorium during the school’s Chinese New Year celebrations January 31 and February 1 and 2.

In conjunction with a community based organization, Hester Street Collaborative, PS124’s art teacher and students have been working with a resident artist in creating lanterns for Chinese New year. This year, the year of the Dragon, they have made five dragons with recycled materials such as plastic bottles and bags. Each dragon is about six to nine feet long.  These lanterns will be displayed at Sara D. Roosevelt Park in Chinatown for a month.  This lantern project has been a school tradition for more than six years. 

02M131-Dr.Sun Yat Sen school runs a peer mediation program with 15 student peer mediators and three teacher coaches.  In addition, students from Pace High School, co-located in the building, also serve as our junior coaches.  These students work directly with MS131 peer mediators by offering them guidance during the conflict resolution sessions as well as by providing constructive feedback after the session.   This is the first year the two schools are bridged through a peer mediation program.  The goal is to develop a mentor relationship between high and middle school students.

02M183- Beginning January 31st, PS 183 will begin piloting the Peace Patrol project, an outgrowth of one of the school’s yearly goals.  That week, small groups of fifth graders will be selected to serve as role models and mentors for younger students during morning arrival in the lunchroom and schoolyard.  The Peace Patrol members will wear identifiable sashes displaying the school motto “Take Care of Each Other”.  They will help to greet the younger students as they enter the building and assist them in lining-up for arrival.  The school plans to open up the Peace Patrol to other 5th grade students once the 3-week pilot is complete.  PS183 feels that this will continue to build our community of care.

02M255-Two science teachers have become nationally certified.  National Board Certification is a rigorous process that recognizes teachers’ achievements in curriculum and pedagogy and allows teachers to be licensed to teach in any state in the country. 

For the second time, Salk was awarded the BlackBoard Media Award
 for most outstanding middle school. They will be featured in two local newspapers in the upcoming weeks—Our Town and West Side Spirit.

02M896- At the start of the year Lower Manhattan Community School developed explicit reading goals for each student.  The school is using the Scantron
 interim assessments to evaluate these individual goals. As part of its parent outreach, Lower Manhattan Community School has been running a series of workshops for parents, at their PTA meetings, specifically focused on deconstructing interim assessment data.  They’ve already held 2 workshops for parents after completing their mid-marking period progress reports and 1st marking period report card.  The next workshop is in February. 
� LitWorld's mission is to use the power of story to cultivate literacy skills in the world's most vulnerable children through Education, Advocacy and Innovation. � HYPERLINK "http://litworld.org/" �http://litworld.org/�


� The Junior Theater Festival is the world’s largest musical theater festival dedicated to groups working with elementary school, middle school and high school aged students. It brings together people from all aspects of theatre, ranging from students and teachers to Broadway professionals, under one roof to celebrate outstanding student musical theatre productions. � HYPERLINK "http://www.itheatrics.com/?page_id=9" �http://www.itheatrics.com/?page_id=9�


� Disney’s Beauty and the Beast JR. features music by Alan Menken, lyrics by Howard Ashman and Tim Rice and a book by Linda Woolverton.  





� National Board Certification  is an advanced teaching credential. It complements, but does not replace, a state’s teacher license. It is valid for 10 years, and renewal candidates must begin the renewal process during their eighth or ninth years as NBCTs. � HYPERLINK "http://www.nbpts.org/" �http://www.nbpts.org/�


�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.blackboardawards.com/" \t "_blank" �The Blackboard Awards� are a direct result of a comprehensive study conducted by a team of educational experts each year in � HYPERLINK "http://manhattanmedia.com/ourtown.php" �Our Town� and � HYPERLINK "http://manhattanmedia.com/spirit.php" �The West Side Spirit� describing and evaluating early childhood, elementary, middle and high school educational opportunities for the City's children. Detailed reports on these schools are provided in the papers, and the most outstanding institutions are singled out in three categories—public, independent and religious schools—culminating in a moving awards ceremony every fall.


�  Scantron has a unique combination of online tools for standards-based formative assessment and computer-adaptive diagnostic testing using one online platform. Scantron's complete assessment solution helps educators meet accountability requirements and raise the level of student achievement.   � HYPERLINK "http://www.scantron.com/downloads/AS_Common_Core_Assessments.pdf" �http://www.scantron.com/downloads/AS_Common_Core_Assessments.pdf�
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